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Founder/CEO of The Master's Program &
Co-Founder of The Barnabas Group

James Dobson was a presenter at the Barnabas Group in Orange County in
February, 2012; he sat through the meeting next to me.  After observing most
of the morning, he leaned over and said, "Bob, I've never seen anything like
this!" I said, "Jim, that's because there isn't anything like this!"

God never drew the line between the clergy and the laity.  Instead, He 
established the distinction between leaders and followers.  Some of those 

The first graduates finished The Master's Program in Southern California in 1999. Under Jim West's 
direction, those now-empowered leaders set out with confidence.  Their calling was to link with 
Christian ministries whose missions were likely to rise to new heights of impact through the 
contribution of their time, talents and influence.   These men and women were of great value as 
partners to those ministries, and were welcomed.  Dr. Dobson was right, there isn't anything 
like The Barnabas Group.  It's where Marketplace Leaders meet Ministry Opportunities.

Bob Shank

leaders make a career of ministry; most draw their dollars from the marketplace, and bring their 
leadership contribution to the Kingdom on a pro bono basis. 

Jim West Co-Founder of The Barnabas Group

A steward is one who manages the property of another.  As stewards we must 
recognize that all we have belongs to the Lord and has been given to us to invest 
for His purposes.  Believers need to be willing to share not just their material 
possessions to further His Kingdom, but also their time, their talent and their 
vast networks.  In the past year Orange County and San Diego TBG members 
have provided the following:

1.  Over 35 ministries have presented their ministries to over 1,700 attendees; 
2.  Seven keynote speakers including James Dobson, Phil Cooke and Dave Dravecky encouraged our 
     members and their guests; 
3.  7 SWOT Teams with ministries, helping them work through questions and challenges; 
4.  Two seminars for 120 ministry leaders to help them better serve their constituencies; 
5.  Over 30 ministries had table presentations at TBG events; 
6.  Six ministries are currently under The Barnabas Group Incubator Ministry cover and functioning 
     while they pursue their own 501(c)(3); 
7.  Interviewed close to 100 ministries, vetting them to present to TBG and offering them assistance 
     where possible;
8.  Over a dozen breakfasts and dinners to provide fellowship opportunities for members; and
9.  Initiated the 323 Commission, offering younger Christians, just out of college, the opportunity to be 
     a part of The Barnabas Group, and grow in their walk in serving the Lord.

We know you have many demands on your time and opportunities to give and serve.  For those of you 
who are members – thank you! You are the reason for all of the above, and much more we won’t know 
about this side of heaven.  If you are not yet a Barnabas Group member – join today.  I promise 
you that you’ll meet many wonderful new like-minded friends who desire to serve our Lord, and you 
will be encouraged and enjoy every minute of it!
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Mecado Ministries The Barnabas Group
Saves Christmas 

For 28 years Patsy and Bob Mecado have exhibited Christ's love to the people of Baldwin Park 
through their annual Christmas outreach at the Church of the Redeemer.  The event serves a 
diverse community of reformed ex-gang members, ex-inmates and children who are in the foster 
care system.  All who attend the event are blessed with the message of the gospel, music, singing 
and dinner.  Volunteers also hand out gifts, clothes and bibles during the event.

Every year many people receive Jesus into their hearts at the Christmas outreach.  Many parents 
also rely on the event to provide Christmas gifts for their families.  Yet the 2011 annual Mecado 
Christmas outreach was in danger of being cancelled last year. The event is solely funded by 
donations solicited by Patsy and Bob Mecado.  When tragedy hit the Mecado family, it crippled 
their ability to raise funds for the event.

Desperate to find funding and still mourning the unexpected loss of their granddaughter to a 
tragic car accident, the Lord connected Patsy and Bob with The Barnabas Group.  Members of The 
Barnabas Group donated over $7,500, plush toys and a case of bibles for the event! Patsy was 
moved tremendously by the group's munificence and stated, "if it were not for The Barnabas 
Group, it would not have happened after 28 years of God providing."

Over 900 people filled the Church of the Redeemer that night, many of whom gave their lives to 
Jesus.  Among those in attendance was Bill Erickson, who volunteered on behalf of The Barnabas 
Group.  Bill described the event as "a truly memorable experience to live the Gospel in real life."     
 
If you would like to learn more about the Mecados' ministry, please visit www.MecadoMinistries.org.
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e3 Legacy The Barnabas Group’s
Passion to Empower Ministry 

ROI (return on investment) is the performance measure used to evaluate the efficiency of an 
investment.  As professionals, we are constantly pursuing superior ratios of positive ROI.  In the 
Christian vernacular, positive results are considered "fruit."  Calculate the ROI of a small investment 
of time that yields a deeper relationship with the Lord, brings people in developing countries to 
Christ and helps to secure Jesus' place in future generations of your family.  The results are an 
unusually high positive ROI yielding groves of fruit!  

Five years ago, the members of the Orange County Barnabas Group (TBG) facilitated the creation 
of e3 Legacy, a non-profit group that brings all of the aforementioned fruit to the table and so much 
more.  The vision behind the mission came from Terri and Andreas Mehrguth.  Their passion was to 
mobilize families and plant churches to give a lasting legacy of faith on the mission field together. 

Dan Hitzhusen is the International Vice President of e3 Partners, and has recently taken on the role 
of the co-Managing Partner of the San Diego Barnabas Group.  Dan brought the Mehrguth's vision 
to the members of TBG, Orange County.  This resulted in three think tank sessions.  Dan described 
the process as "using TBG's entrepreneurial skills to enhance the kingdom."  The process resulted in
a clear vision for the launch of e3 Legacy.  Many of the TBG members who participated in the think 
tanks continued their support of e3 Legacy, including participating in the mission program with their 
families.

To date e3 Legacy has empowered families to plant 119 new spiritual communities in 11 countries 
and have led 9,624 men, women and children to our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Yet, this is only the beginning.  
The Lord's hand is clearly on this ministry as they are experiencing rapid growth.  Their staff is 
projected to double in 2012, which will enable their ministry to mobilize even more families to 
further our Lord's kingdom.

To learn more about e3 Partners' ministries including e3Legacy, please visit www.e3partners.org.



3

Plant with 
Purpose

The Barnabas Group
Empowers Impoverished Communities

In 1984 Tom Woodard volunteered in the Dominican Republic with a Christian relief agency.  
During his experience working alongside the agricultural dependent culture, it became painfully 
clear that there was a direct connection between poverty and the environment.  Deforestation and 
the resultant loss in soil fertility condemned the rural farming communities to generation after 
generation of poverty.  To stop the cycle of poverty, a long-term, sustainable solution focused on 
reforestation was vital.  It was that inspiring experience that led Woodard to launch Plant with 
Purpose.

Plant with Purpose is a Christian environmental non-profit organization that focuses on reviving 
communities across the globe where deforestation is the root cause of poverty.  The ministry model 
is simple, yet effective.  Plant with Purpose provides economic opportunity through micro-credit 
and micro-enterprise, implementing sustainable agricultural programs centered around planting 
trees.   

The organization experienced a surge of growth subsequent to the 2010 earthquake that devastated 
Haiti.  Plant with Purpose turned to The Barnabas Group (TBG) for advice on how to best leverage 
their new growth.  Specifically, the ministry sought to empower poor communities in Jesus' name 
and convert their new growth into long-term ministry expansion.

    In the spring of 2011 TBG members Rick Jaynes and J.K. Shea joined Doug
    Satre (Director of Development, Plant with Purpose) on a trip to the 
    Haiti-Dominican border.  The team prayed and shared together with local 
    microfinance groups and visited with local farmers who have planted 
    hundreds of thousands of trees in order to create productive orchards and 
    restore damaged watersheds. "Their vision to transform their community 
    inspired us all," explained Doug Satre.

    This fall J.K. agreed to join the Board of Directors for Plant with Purpose, 
    serving alongside Rick Jaynes who was already a member.  "J.K.'s unique 
    business background and interest in sustainable agriculture and social 
    entrepreneurship will be a great asset to the board (Doug Satre)."   

To date, the organization has planted 7,168,976 trees, transformed 250 villages and changed thousands 
of lives in their mission to serve the Lord and the poor more effectively.

If you would like to learn more about Plant with Purpose, please visit www.plantwithpurpose.org.

J.K Shea, Haiti-DR Border
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Elam 
Ministries 

The Barnabas Group
Gives its Support to Iranian Christians

From an aerial view, Iran seems to be a country ruled by Muslims, void of Christianity.  However, 
zoom down into the hearts of its citizens and you will discover a spiritual battle raging for the 
souls of the Iranian people.

No ministry understands this spiritual battle more intimately than Elam.  Elam's passion is to train 
and equip Iranian Christians to reach and disciple their countrymen.  The founder of Elam, 
Sam Yeghnazar, is a second generation Iranian Christian minister with over 40 years of experience 
preaching the Gospel.

"The political, economic and spiritual situation in Iran has resulted in a deep spiritual hunger for 
the truth," explains David Yeghnazar (Sam Yeghnazar's son).  Iran is a closed country, and in recent 
months persecution of Christians has heightened. Yet Iranians are arguably the most open Muslim 
people to the Gospel in the world.  

This was the beautiful message that David delivered to the members of The Barnabas Group in 2011 
when he spoke on behalf of Elam.  The response was moving.  Elam received financial support, a 
significant increase in registrations for Elam's prayer updates via Iran 30 (www.iran30.org), and 
connections to other ministries.  Jim Franklin, a member of The Barnabas Group, also invited David 
to speak to 25 additional people at his home.  This yielded much fruit, including a speaking 
engagement at a church in Santa Ana.

If you would like to learn more about Elam's ministries, please visit www.elam.com.
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Pure Game The Barnabas Group
Comes Alongside Pure Game

Many people throughout the history of time have brought about radical political and social change
by shaping the youth of a country.  After all, the future of a country is only as strong as the next 
generation.  Given the multitude of political agendas being integrated into the U.S. public school 
system, it's refreshing to hear about a ministry that instills Christian principals in the youth of 
America.  That ministry is Pure Game.

Tony Everett, founder of Pure Game, describes the ministry as "sports infused with character."  
Pure Game uses soccer as their platform to engage children in a fun experience while cultivating 
each child's unique skill sets and encouraging personal growth. 

Conventional coaching employs corrective instruction.  Alternatively, Pure Game's approach to
coaching focuses on the positive reinforcement of each child's individual strengths.  The ministry
is determined to meet children where they are at and provide them with a foundational learning 
experience.

In February of 2012 Tony Everett presented for TBG (The Barnabas Group) in Orange County.  
At that time, Tony was engaged part-time in his ministry.  Subsequent to presenting, numerous 
members of TBG came alongside Tony and encouraged him to step out in faith and go full-time 
with Pure Game.  Those same TBG members offered and provided services to the ministry at no 
cost and made donations.  Tony is now fully engaged with Pure Game on a full-time basis.

If you would like to learn more about Pure Game, please visit www.thepuregame.org.

Update
“Through the generous help of TBG, Pure Game has served more than 1,500 children this year! 
Travelling to Rwanda they trained 18 volunteers from 3 churches in the capital city of Kigali, from 
which 52 children gave their lives to Christ while they were there and many more have come to hear 
the gospel as the churches continue to run the program.  As a follow-up to this we have provided 
continued support and encouragement for the church leaders. The program continues to grow and 
the churches need more help as the number of children is increasing beyond their capacity. Locally
they served at Garden Grove church by running part of their VBS through the summer.  They had up
to 30 children per day playing Pure Game and learning about the gospel on the soccer field.”  
Tony Everett, Founder of Pure Game
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WING Ministries
The Barnabas Group

Impacting the World for Christ

The Barnabas Group (TBG) is designed to be an effective and powerful tool for the Lord's 
Kingdom. The relationships that develop through TBG's ministry presentations have changed the
lives of countless people, and have helped to lead many hearts to the Lord.  Yet, often times the 
ordained appointments are encountered during the spirit led conversations that occur at the 
dining tables during TBG meetings and events.  It was just that circumstance that brought together 
the founder of WING Ministries, Karin Graves, and TBG member, Cathy Greer.

WING Ministries (Women Imparting to the Next Generation) is a biblically-based Christian 
women's mentoring ministry that offers churches the WING Ministries framework, as well as
materials for purchase and implementation.  The six-month program pairs young women in their
20s and 30s with women in their 40s and older.

During a TBG meeting, the Lord placed Karin and Cathy at the same dining table. As the TBG 
meeting progressed, Karin was given the opportunity to share about WING Ministries with Cathy.  
That conversation led to Cathy volunteering her time and talents for several months to help advance 
the ministry.  "The way we met at the dinner table was so divine, and her assistance with some 
administrative tasks and involvement in getting the blog up and running was so fruitful," said 
Karin Graves. 
  
It is in those special moments where the Lord whispers to your spirit that a choice must be made.  
Will you stand for Him, or will you allow His voice to become muted with white noise?  We are all 
called to use our spiritual gifts to further His Kingdom, and TBG is here to help facilitate your 
journey!
 
If you would like to learn more about WING Ministries, please visit www.wingministries.com. 



TBG Members Richard and Marty Dutch Serving the Hungry with Qoheleth Ministries

The Barnabas Group (TBG) is continuously evolving to provide innovative ways to connect its 
members with pre-screened Christian ministries. The leaders behind TBG truly value its members, 
and respect their commitment to share their time, gifts and abilities, network and/or resources to 
support the  Lord's work.

Today we are going to get a glimpse inside TBG through the perspectives of two of its esteemed 
members, Richard and Marty Dutch. The couple has embraced the Barnabas platform since 2009 
for a number of reasons, including "fellowship with like-minded Christian brothers and sisters, 
witnessing God's power by having over 300 Christians in one room at one time and witnessing 
how TBG members wrap their arms around many ... ministries" explained Richard.  He also 
emphasized the importance of being able to share the Barnabas experience with his wife.

Richard and Marty have supported several TBG ministries, including Qoheleth Ministries, Maze,  
International Health Services and Families First. When asked what they look for when deciding 
whether or not to support a ministry, Richard responded that they look for "passion, true need, 
commitment, geography and God's will and direction."

In conclusion, Richard added that TBG has blessed he and his wife with "like-minded, spirit-filled 
people, the power of prayer, surrender and ... witnessing how God's blessing touches so many 
people and ministries."

If you would like to learn more about Qoheleth Ministries, please visit www.qohelethministries.com.
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TBG Members
Richard and Marty Dutch

A Look Inside
The Barnabas Group
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Ephesians 2:10 declares that we were created "to do good works, which God prepared in advance 
for us to do."  Each young life is blessed with a unique skill set and spiritual gifts to help them 
fulfill the great work that the Lord has ordained for their lives.  The Parable of the Talents found in 
Matthew 25 exhorts each of us to not waste our unique gifts, and warns of the consequences of 
doing so.

TBG (The Barnabas Group) was given the opportunity to come alongside UYC 
(”Urban Youth Collaborative”) to help develop and support a program that uses Matthew 25
 as a platform to impact the world through its youth. 

In 2010 Nate Landis, founder of UYC, presented at a Barnabas Group meeting.  After speaking,
Nate was approached by TBG attendee Denny Bellesi, founder of Kingdom Assignment.  Denny
explained "I do this thing called Kingdom Assignment where we give out $100 bills and ask
people to do something for others after reading the Parable of the Talents in Matthew 25 ... 
maybe you could try it with your clubs. We might be able to fund it." 

At that time, UYC had 27 youth clubs meeting every week. Nate created a proposal for the
launch of Project 25, a program where middle school and high school students are given $100
dollars with the challenge to see who can make the biggest difference with what they have been
given. Kingdom Assignment provided $2,700 to launch the idea in San Diego.  The program 
was a huge success, producing over 12,000 hours of community service and impacting both local
and global communities.

TBG members Tyler Miller, Sr., Ty Miller, Jr., Pasquale & Danelle Russo and Risen Magazine have
also stepped-up as additional sponsors for Project 25 which is now in its third year. The UYC has
expanded to 112 clubs, all of which are open to participate in Project 25.

If you would like to learn more about UYC, please visit www.uycollaborative.org.

Project 25 The Barnabas Group
Impacting the Youth for Christ



Webster's definition of reality is "That which is real; an actual existence."  For many of us, reality as a 
high school student included a loving family and an expectation of going to college.  Yet, for many
at-risk students in less affluent communities reality often entails no hope for a college education,
generations of physical abuse, exposure to gangs, and exposure to drug/alcohol abuse.

A college education can completely alter the path of an at-risk student and permanently change
their reality.  In 2007 The Barnabas Group (TBG) came alongside Reality Changers, a ministry
that provides tutoring, programs and college scholarships to at-risk students.  Over the past six
years TBG members have provided their ministry with volunteers and approximately $250,000
in financial support!

The support provided to Reality Changers has truly changed the lives of many at-risk students.  
Most inner-city teenagers today know more people who have been shot or killed in the street
than people who are on the road to college.  Reality Changers focuses specifically on students
who have the potential to become first generation college students in their families.  The
students then represent hope and change in both their families and their communities.  
If you would like to learn more about Reality Changers, please visit  www.realitychangers.org.
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Reality Changers' Founder and President, Christopher Yanov, stated
 the following about TBG member and Reality Changers volunteer, 
Bob Duffy:  "Bob was a visitor at a Barnabas meeting when we 
presented in San Diego.  He began volunteering with us, and now
serves in an untitled role, but I would call him the "Chief Volunteer 
Strategist."  Over the summer, he is re-working our volunteer manual 
and regularly conducts workshops and trainings for our volunteers.  
Bob has been an invaluable asset to our team.

Reality Changers The Barnabas Group
Alters Reality for At-Risk Youth



Many members of The Barnabas Group (TBG) also serve on the boards of Christian ministries. 
This transforms TBG into a multidimensional platform that allows those members to grow their 
respective ministries while providing them with a support network of Christians who inspire 
them to achieve all that they can for the Kingdom of God.

Today we are going to get a glimpse inside TBG through the perspectives of two of its esteemed
members, Peter and Joy Bohlinger. In addition to being members of TBG since 2005, Peter is also
the Chairman of the Board for Child Hope and has had the opportunity to present to TBG two
times on behalf of the ministry. Peter described the impact of his first presentation in a recent 
interview:

"When we first presented in 2005, our ministry (an orphanage in Haiti) was about one year old. 
I will never forget the two most important nuggets of advice that I received: (1) We needed to 
expand our Board of Directors with competent members; and (2) We could grow our ministry 
with interns vs. hiring.

At first, I was not completely convinced that these two suggestions were as critically as 
important as they turned out to be. But as I identified and then asked skilled people to join 
us on the board ... God brought visionaries, skilled budget-business minded members, 
pastors, a lawyer, and a doctor. God also brought very skilled interns that have contributed 
to the ministry in a way that we could have never accomplished by trying to hire people.

Today, God has grown the ministry to approximately 50 boys and girls in our orphanage, 
a feeding program three times a week for approximately 150 severely poor children, a school 
that educates approximately 80 children who otherwise could not get an education, a medical 
clinic and a transitions program that has created micro businesses, teaching life skills and world 
view skills."

Peter also described how TBG enables him to connect and partner with other complimentary 
ministries to further their impact, and the group has personally inspired him to provide stronger 
leadership to his board. He also greatly relies on the fellowship that TBG provides, stating:

"I discovered how important it is for me to connect with likeminded Christians. I need to connect 
with business men and women who make it their priority to give back to others with the love 
of Christ."

If you would like to learn more about Child Hope, please visit www.maisondelumiere.org.

A Look Inside 
The Barnabas Group 
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TBG Members, The Bohlingers



Our Staff 

Joe Eelkema 

Gift Advisor 

jeelkema@nationalchristian.com 

Terri Ponce de Leon 

Director of Giver Services 

tponcedeleon@nationalchristian.com 

 

Robert P. Fry, Jr. 

Senior Gift Advisor 

rfryjr@nationalchristian.com 

Sarah Wong 

Giver Services Support 

swong@nationalchristian.com 

 

We help Barnabas members give by . . . 
• Creating an immediate income tax deduction 

• Providing simple on-line records and grant making 

• Accepting asset gifts of all kinds  

• Supporting family generosity with multi-generation Giving Funds 

 

For Information on how to open your own Giving Fund, please visit us 

 at www.NCFCalifornia.com or call our office at 949-263-0820 

Our ministry is to 

make it easy for you 

to give generously to 

other ministries! 

Our Board 

Jim Johnson, Chairman 
Johnson, Hart & Dyson 

Ray Lyne 
Lifestyle Giving 

Steve Perry 
Sacred Harvest Foundation 

Bob Broaddus 
Forest Home (Retired) 

Chris Duncan 
Convene 

James Hatcher  
Multi-Financial Securities Corporation 

Bob Shank 

Barnabas Group and The Master's Program 

Mary King  
King & Co. Investment Counsel LLC 

19742 MacArthur Blvd, Suite 230 Irvine, CA  92612 Phone: 949-263-0820 Fax: 949-263-9129 

Contact Us 




